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Florida Catholic bishops urge Governor DeSantis to stay execution
of Curtis Beasley
Every human life, given by God, is sacred

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Florida’s Catholic bishops have urged Gov. Ron DeSantis to halt the September
29, 2026, scheduled execution of Curtis Beasley and commute his death sentence to life imprisonment
without the possibility of parole. Beasley was found guilty of the 1995 first-degree murder of Carolyn
Monfort.

Michael B. Sheedy, executive director of the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops, made the request
in a letter to DeSantis. The letter acknowledges the severity of the crime and the suffering of Monfort’s
family while urging the governor to consider mercy alongside justice.

“This call is not on the basis of sympathy for the criminal but on the love of God for sinners and the
unalienable value of human life,” Sheedy wrote.

Citing St. John Paul II's encyclical Evangelium Vitae, Sheedy reaffirmed the Church's consistent
teaching on the sanctity of human life and the dignity of every person, emphasizing that "not even a
murderer loses his personal dignity."

The appeal to spare Beasley’s life follows the release of the bishops’ pastoral letter on the death penalty
in Florida. In their pastoral letter, the bishops call on Catholics and all people of good will to recognize
the inherent dignity of every human life, including the lives of those who have committed grave crimes.

The Catholic Church teaches that the death penalty attacks the inviolability of the human person. The
alternative of lifelong incarceration without the possibility of parole is a severe punishment that protects
society while respecting the inherent dignity of the offender.

As the execution approaches, Catholics and others are invited to pray for the soul of Carolyn Monfort, for
Curtis Beasley as he faces execution, and for Gov. DeSantis as he considers the request to spare
Beasley’s life.

Read the full letter to Gov. DeSantis.
Read the Florida bishops' pastoral letter on the death penalty.
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