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New Evangelization Image
WASHINGTON - ( N C ) - The

word "Evangelization," Paulist
Father Alvin A. Illig admits, is
"exotic" and is not understood by
the mainstream of American
Catholicism.

Trying to do something about
that lack of understanding was
a1 major purpose for the First Annual
National Catholic Lay Celebration of
Evangelization Aug. 16-18 in
Washington. It was sponsored
primarily by the Paulist Office for
Evangelization, which Father Illig
directs, along with the Catholic
University of American and the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception.

At a Mass at the National
Shrine concluding the conference, a
special "commissioning service" was
held to reaffirm the role of all
Christians as evangelists, spreaders
of the "good news" of the Gospel.

General sessions and workshops
during the conference were designed
as training programs so the more
than 1,400 participants could return
to their parishes and begin im-
plementing evangelization efforts on
the local level.

"Right now, evangelization is an
amorphous glob in the minds of most
Catholics," said Father Illig in an
interview with NC News during the
conference.

"But in the next four to five
years," he predicted, "evangelization
will take on a new image in the
church."

FATHER ILLIG, who is also
executive director of the U.S.

bishops' Ad Hoc Committee on
Evangelization, said the new em-
phasis in the church on
evangelization developed after the
1974 world Synod of Bishops, which
discussed the theme of
evangelization. That was followed in
1975 by Pope Paul VI's apostolic

exhortation, "Evangelii Muntiandi"
or "Evangelization in the Modern
World."

Father Illig said he is concerned
that the new push in the church for
evangelization does not become too
clerical.

"Evangelization is for the or-

dinary lay person," he said.
That role of the lay person in

evangelization was a major theme of
Father Illig's keynote address Aug.
16. He reminded his mostly lay
audience that it is the laity which
constitutes the church and that their
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Boy Scouts, linked arm in arm, act as an honor guard for
the common burial plot at Our Lady of Mercy Catholic

Cemetery donated by the Archdiocese, while awaiting
burial services.

Grieving Haitians Bury Family of Six
By ANA M. RODRIGUEZ

MIAMI, Fl. — With wails, tears
and anguish, a long-suffering Haitian
people buried six of their family
Saturday, but not their hope.

They came about 300 strong to
St. Mary Cathedral, to mourn out
loud the tragic deaths of Eliane
Lorfils and her five children, drowned
Aug. 14 when the smugglers they
had paid totbring them into Miami
from Freeport, Bahamas, panicked
and ordered them and 12 others at
gunpoint to jump into the sea a half
mile from the Florida coast.

THE BODIES of two of the
children washed ashore at Lantana
Beach, surrounded by sharks. The
other children and the mother, as
well as the survivors, were picked up
at sea.

Eliane was making the journey

to join her husband, Dieumerci, who
had come last year with their other
two children. She paid the smugglers,
who are now in Florida jails, charged
with murder, $1,500.

The incident illustrates the
situation of most of the 9,000 Haitian
refugees estimated to be in South
Florida who have come under the
same precarious conditions, turning
over precious life savings to in-
dividuals who promise them
salvation for a fee, then pack them
into small boats, lead them across
turbulent waters and leave them
onshore to be arrested by U.S. of-
ficials or to scrape out a living
illegally.

It was this thread of suffering
and uncertainty that united the
mostly black-clad Haitians who
mourned, cried and wailed as the six
white caskets donated by Poitier's

Funeral Home slowly entered the
dark cathedral, while the uniformed
Boy Scouts saluted:

Dieumerci Lorfils did not attend
the funeral, but Augustine, 8, and
Emma, 7, did, accompanied by
relatives and friends. Their youngest
brother, Michel, had been 4, their
oldest, Demaby, 11.

Inside the cathedral, the Haitian
drummer kept a slow beat and the
strumming of the guitars ac-
companied the sad but hopeful songs
as Father Max Sominique, a Haitian
exile and pastor of the Lorfils family
in Freeport, concelebrated the Mass
of the Resurrection.

With the six caskets lined up in
front of the altar, he spoke to the
Haitians in Creole about love, death,
salvation and hope.

And to the Americans he said,
"This (family's) death is a tragedy

for the Haitian people and it's a
tragedy for the American people.
These people really are boat people.
These people really are suffering."

"BY THESE murders," he
continued, "the American society
participates too in the suffering of
the Haitian people," and he pleaded
that Americans open their hearts to
Haitians to prevent future tragedies
from odclurring.

At the end of the Mass, Bishop
Agustin Roman, representing Arch-
bishop McCarthy, spoke in French
and said, "The Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Miami re-affirms its
commitment to the belief that every
man possesses God-given human
rights which cannot be denied and
will continue to strive to assure that
our Nation will be true to its proud
ideals in relating to our Haitian
brothers and sisters."
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Dice Padre Gomez durante Conferencia en la Ermita

Vida Religiosa Si Tiene Sentido i
Por ANA M. RODRIGUEZ

MIENTRAS los religiosos
se mantengan f ieles a laparado-
ja cristiana de "ser y no ser del
mundo", la vida religiosa
tendra sentido en la era moder-
na, dijo el Padre Jesus Alvarez
Gomez, C.M.F. durante un
ciclo de conferencias celebrado
este fin de semana en la Ermita
dela Caridad.

El Padre Gomez, teologo,
historiador y director de la fa-
cultad de Teologia de la Vida
Religiosa de la Universidad de
Salamanca, Espana, dijo que

los religiosos de hoy deben
participar en el mundo con-
temporaneo al tiempo que su
estilo de vida seiiala la llegada
del Reino del Cielo a la tierra.

Durante las conferencias,
auspiciadas por delegadas
hispanas al Concilio de Her-
manas de la Arquidiocesis, el
Padre Gomez exploro los
origenes de la vida religiosa y
como, siguiendo las directivas
del Segundo Concilio Vatica-
no, esta se ha adaptado a las
necesidades del mundo con-
temporaneo.

El Concilio fue "Una re-

volucion muy positiva" que
llamo a los religiosos a re-
examinar sus origenes y a eli-
minar "muchos aspectos de la
vida religiosa que antes se
venian a confundir con los ele-
mentos esenciales pero no eran
mas que aspectos margina-
les...de tradicion", dijo el
Padre Go'mez.

LOS RELIGIOSOS, dijo
el Concilio, siempre deben ser
"un signo clarisimo del Reino
de los Cielos", pero si antes la
situacion de la Iglesia en la
sociedad los forzaba a vivir
apartados de ese mundo, hoy

deben formar parte Integra de
el.

Segun el Padre Gomez, la
vida religiosa surgio en el siglo
IV como reaccion a la acomo-
dacion de la Iglesia cristiana.
El periodo de los martires
habia pasado, la Iglesia co-
menzo a tomar parte oficial en
la nueva sociedad, y los reli-
giosos reaccionaron contra esa
acomodacion apartandose del
mundo.

Desde entonces, la vida re-
ligiosa es ''sucesora del mismo
espiritu martirial" que recuer-
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I
El Padre Jesus Alvarez G6mez,
C.M.F.

Con Tambores, Lagrimas Entierran a Familia Ahogada

Por ANA M. RODRIGUEZ

CON LAGRIMAS y gemi-
dos, mas de 200 haitianos llora-
ron el sabado la tragica muerte
de una madre y sus cinco
nifios.

Eliane Lorfils se ahogo
con sus hijos el 14 de agosto
cuando contrabandistas que
los traian a Miami los obliga-
ron a ellos y a otros 12
haitianos a tirarse al mar, es-
tando solo a media milla de la
costa de la Florida.

Eliane hacia el viaje desde
Freeport, Bahamas, para
reunirse con su esposo,
Dieumerci, quien habia venido
el ano pasado con sus otros dos
hijos. Ella les habia pagado
$1,500 a tres contrabandistas,
que han sido detenidos y acu-
sados de asesinato.

Los demas pasajeros de la

lancha .de 28 pies de eslora
fueron rescatados, pero el inci-
dente ha puesto de relieve la si-
tuacion de los mas de 9,000
haitianos que se estima han
llegado al sur de la Florida ba-
jo las mismas precarias cir-
c u n s t a n c i a s , h a b i e n d o
comprado con sus ahorros la
salvacion que les prometen los
contrabandistas.

Estos, despues de em-
barcarlos en pequeftos botes y
llevarlos porturbulentosmares"
durante 15 6 20 dias, los dejan
en las costas de la Florida don-
de oficiales de inmigracion los
arrestan o se ven obligados a
encontrar trabajo ilegalmente.

ESTE HILO de sufri-
miento e incertidumbre unia a
muchos de los haitianos enlu-
tados que gritaban y lloraban
mientras los seis ataudes blan-

cos entraban lentamente en la
oscura Catedral de St. Mary's.
;Afuera, tres tropas de Boy
Scouts uniformados saluda-
ban.

Dieumerci Lorfils no asis-
tio al funeral, pero Augustine,
8, y Emma, 7, si lo hicieron
acompanados de familiares y
amigos. Su hermano mas pe-
queno tenia 4 anos, el mayor
11.

Dentro de la catedral, el
tambor haitiano marcaba un
lento ritmo y las cuerdas de las
guitarras llevaban la triste
melodia de las canciones.
Mientras tanto, el Padre Max
Dominique , un ex i l i ado
haitiano parroco de la familia
en Freeport, concelebraba la
Misa de Resurreccion.

Estando los seis ataudes
arrimados frente al altar, el
Padre Dominique hablo en cre-

ol sobre el amor, la muerte, la
salvacion y la esperanza.

En ingles dijo, "La muerte
de esta familia es una tragedia
para el pueblo haitiano y es
una tragedia para el pueblo
americano. Este pueblo si es
verdaderamente un pueblo flo-
tante. Este pueblo verdadera-
mente sufre".

"POR ESTOS asesina-
tos", continuo, "la sociedad
americana tambien participa
en el sufrimiento del pueblo
haitiano". El Padre Domini-
que pidio que los americanos
les abran sus corazones a los
haitianos para evitar que tra-
gedias similares vuelvan a
ocurrir.

Al final de la Misa, el
Obispo Auxiliar Agustin Ro-
man hablo. en frances diciendo,
'La Arquidiocesis de Miami re-

afirma su cometido a la creen-
cia que todo hombre posee de-
rechos humanos que le han si-
do entregados por Dios y conti-
nuara tratando de asegurar
que nuestra nacion se man-
tenga fiel a sus grandes ideales
al tratar con nuestros herma-
nos y hermanas haitianos".

Monsenor Bryan Walsh,
Director del Buro de Servicios
Catolicos, organizacion que
dono el trozo de tierra donde
fueron sepultados la madre y
sus hijos, llamo a las muertes
"una tragedia que tenia que
pasar" y pidio que los gobier-
nos de los Estados Unidos y
Bahamas se unieran para
implementar programas de
reunificacion familiar que ali-
viaran los sufrimientos de un
"pueblo sin esperanza (en
Haiti), un pueblo preso en el
medio (en las Bahamas)".
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