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Our Golden Jubilee Cele-
bration is inaugurated on 
Oct. 7, 2007, the feast of 

Our Lady of the Rosary, the begin-
ning of a yearlong festivity to cul-
minate on Oct. 7, 2008, our 50th an-
niversary, the foundational date of 
origin of the Archdiocese of Miami.

The centerpiece of the Mass of 
this feast is Mary’s Magnificat sung 

at the responsorial 
psalm. In it, Mar y 
g ives t ha n k s a nd 
praise to God for “the 
almighty has done 
great things for me, 
holy is his name.”

W it h t hat sa me 
song of gratitude in 
our hearts, the people 
of the Archdiocese 
of Miami remember 

and give thanks for the great things 
God has done over 50 years for us 
and for those who went before us. 
Gratitude is a natural virtue that 
recognizes and appreciates what 
one has, what one has received from 
others. It becomes a supernatural 
virtue when we refer all that we have 
and all that we have received to God 
as the source of all that we are.

At the beginning of the jubilee 
year, as sons and daughters of God, 
we sing praises of gratitude to the 
God and Father of all, to Jesus Christ 
the Son of God, and to the Holy Spir-
it who dwells in our midst and who 
has guided the work of our hands 
for these five decades.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• On Oct. 7, 1958, the Diocese of Miami 
was established and Bishop Coleman F. 

We remember, we 
celebrate, we believe

ARCHDIOCESE CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

Carroll was installed as its first bishop. 
Pope Pius XII died the day after the instal-
lation, Oct. 8, 1958.

• The Diocese of Miami was only the 
second diocese in Florida. Since 1868, the 
Diocese of St. Augustine had encompassed 
practically the whole state.

• Those in attendance for Bishop Car-

roll’s installation in the newly designated 
St. Mary Cathedral: Archbishop Joseph P. 
Hurley of St. Augustine; Archbishop Fran-
cis P. Keough of Baltimore; and Bishop 
John Dearden of Pittsburgh (in December 
of 1958 he became archbishop of Detroit 
and later cardinal).

The Almighty has done great things for 
us, holy is his name.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• 63 diocesan and 21 religious order 
priests and 392 religious women serving 
in the new diocese in 1958.

• 185,000 lay Catholics in 1958.
• 16 counties in 1958: Broward, Char-

lot te, Col l ier, Dade, DeSoto, Glades, 
Hardee, Hendry, Highland, Indian River, 

Lee, Martin, Monroe, Okeechobee, Palm 
Beach, and St. Lucie.

The Almighty has done great things for 
us, holy is his name.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• Many priests, moved by the Spirit to 
take up the mission of the cross, who came 
here from Ireland and Spain to serve the 
growing population here. Very few native-
born clergy were among Bishop Carroll’s 
co-workers.

• Among the missionary priests from 
Ireland who came here in the early years 
were: Msgr. Dominic Barry, Father James 
Connaughton, Msgr. Francis Dunleav y, 

To the Clergy, Religious and Laity of 
the Archdiocese of Miami

My dear friends:

FLORIDA CATHOLIC FILE PHOTO

Archbishop John C. Favalora greets Catholics outside St. Mary Cathedral after the annual Chrism Mass during Holy Week.

FROM THE 
ARCHBISHOP

John C. 
Favalora

PLEASE SEE LETTER, B2

TEACHING TOOL
Practical uses of pastoral letter
1. Parents should read it to learn the spiritual 
history of the Archdiocese of Miami
2. Parents should teach it to their children
3. Catholic schools and religious education 
programs should include this pastoral letter as a 
teaching tool about our Catholic roots and history 
of the church in south Florida.
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Msgr. Noel Fogarty, Msgr. Patrick McDon-
nell and Father Patrick Slevin.

• Among the missionary priests from 
Spain who came here in the early years as 
part of OCSHA (Spanish American Work 
of Priestly Cooperation) were: Father Luis 
Altonaga, Msgr. Xavier Morrás, Father An-
tonio Navarrete, Father José M. Paz, Father 
Juan Lopez, Father José L. Paniagua and 
Msgr. Emiliano Ordax.

The Almighty has done great things for 
us, holy is his name.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• A large number of our religious wom-
en at the time were Sisters of St. Joseph of 
St. Augustine, Florida’s oldest religious 
community. (They were first invited to 
minister here in 1866 by Bishop Augustin 

Verot, F lor ida’s 
first bishop.)

• Those ded-
icated priests 
a nd rel ig ious 
who pioneered 
the Diocese of 
Miami through 
its initial devel-
opment, among 
t h e m :  M s g r. 
William Barry, 
Msgr. Thomas 
Comber, Father 
Francis Dixon, 
Msgr. James F. 
Enright, Father 
L a m a r  G e n -

ovar, Msgr. William F. McKeever, Msgr. 
James Nelan, Father Thomas O’Donovan, 
Msgr. John O’Dowd, Msgr. John O’Looney, 
Msgr. Rowan Rastatter, Msgr. George T. 
Rockett, Msgr. Patrick J. O’Donoghue, 
Msgr. Jeremiah P. O’Mahoney, Father R. 
E. Philbin, Msgr. Peter Reilly, Msgr. Robert 
W. Schiefen, Msgr. Bryan O. Walsh, Msgr. 
James J. Walsh.

The Almighty has done great things for 
us, holy is his name.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• Four years after the establishment of 
the diocese, the Second Vatican Council 
was convened, on Oct. 11, 1962, and Bish-
op Carroll attended as one of the Council 
Fathers. 

• Vatican II documents would shape the 
church and serve as a blueprint for devel-
oping future policies for the new diocese.

The Almighty has done great things for 
us, holy is his name.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• "Lumen Gentium" ("Dogmatic Consti-
tution on the Church") and "Apostolicam 
Actuositatem" ("Decree on the Apostolate 
of the Laity"), Vatican II documents that 
speak of the role of the laity in the church.

• "Christifidelis Laici" ("Christ’s Faith-
ful People"), the 1988 apostolic exhorta-
tion that followed the first world synod of 
bishops in 1987.

• These documents were the founda-
tion stone for lay men and women to take 
a large share in the work of the church 

and led to the development of lay spiritu-
ality movements to form and support the 
spiritual lives of the laity. Today, we have 
around 75 movements in the Archdiocese 
of Miami.

The Almighty has done great things for 
us, holy is his name.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• Wave after wave of exiles and immi-
grants from every nation in Latin America, 
from Europe and Africa, from China and 
Asia, who constantly challenge us to grow 
in charity and live up to the Gospel man-
date “to shelter the homeless and welcome 
the stranger.” 

• Organizations that arose to ser ve 
newly arrived immigrants: Centro His-
pano Católico, Operation Pedro Pan (Un-
accompanied Minors Program), Shrine of 
Our Lady of Charity, Pierre Toussaint Hai-
tian Catholic Center, Ministry to Cultural 
Groups and Catholic Legal Services.

• Challenges of multicultural liturgies: 
Spanish Masses were added in many par-
ishes after the last English Mass on Sun-
days; Mass was celebrated in French in 
many Broward parishes to accommodate 
the Canadians during the winter tourist 
season; Mass is now regularly celebrated 

in more than a dozen languages through-
out the archdiocese.

The Almighty has done great things for 
us, holy is his name.

WITH GRATITUDE 
WE REMEMBER:

• The rapid growth of Miami, which 10 
years after its founding, on June 13, 1968, 
became an archdiocese with Bishop Cole-
man Carroll as the Metropolitan Arch-
bishop of the Province of Miami, which 
encompasses all seven dioceses in the 
state of Florida. 

• Two new dioceses created at the same 
time: St. Petersburg (June 17, 1968) and Or-
lando (June 18, 1968). 

• The Pensacola-Tallahassee Diocese, 
established Nov. 6, 1975, with Bishop Rene 
H. Gracida, Miami’s second auxiliary bish-
op, as its founding bishop.

• The development of multicultural 

pastoral care throughout the Archdiocese 
of Miami under the visionary leadership of 
Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy.

• Development of the permanent dia-
conate in 1976.

• Development of the lay ministry for-
mation program in 1977, with Dr. Mercedes 
Scopetta as the founding director.

• Creation of the dioceses of Palm Beach 
(Oct. 24, 1984) and Venice (Oct. 25, 1984), 
with Miami Auxiliary Bishop John Nevins 
as founding bishop of Venice.

• First archdiocesan Synod, 1985-1988.
• Visit of the Holy Father, Sept. 10-11, 

1987.
The Almighty has done great things for 

us, holy is his name.

The Lord Jesus is the Lord of history. By 
his Incarnation, he, the Son of God, en-

CURRENT ARCHBISHOP

Archbishop John C. 
Favalora, appointed Nov. 3, 

1994, installed Dec. 20, 1994

SECOND ARCHBISHOP

Archbishop Edward A. Mc-
Carthy, appointed coadjutor July 
5, 1976; succeeded to the see July 
26, 1977; retired April 10, 1993; 
served until Nov. 3, 1994; died 
June 7, 2005

FIRST ARCHBISHOP

Archbishop Coleman F. Car-
roll, appointed Aug. 13, 1958; in-
stalled Oct. 7, 1958; died in office 
July 26, 1977

LETTER: Gratefully remembering 50 years of the archdiocese
FROM B1

CURRENT AUXILIARY 
BISHOPS

• Bishop Felipe J. Estévez, appointed Nov. 
21, 2003, ordained Jan. 7, 2004

PREVIOUS AUXILIARY BISHOPS

• Bishop John J. 
Fitzpatrick, ap-
pointed June 24, 
1968; named bishop 
of Brownsville, Texas, 
April 21, 1971

• Bishop Rene H. 
Gracida, appointed 
Dec. 6, 1971; named 
first bishop of Pen-
sacola-Tallahassee, 
Oct. 1, 1975

• Bishop John J. 
Nevins, appointed 
Jan. 25, 1979; 
named first bishop 
of Venice, July 
17,1984

• Bishop Agustín A. 
Román, appointed 
Jan. 25, 1979; re-
tired June 7, 2003

• Bishop Norbert M. 
Dorsey, Congrega-
tion of the Passion, 
appointed Jan. 10, 
1986; named bishop 
of Orlando, March 
10,1990

• Bishop Gilberto 
Fernández, appointed 
June 24, 1997;  re-
tired Dec. 10, 2002

• Bishop Thomas 
Wenski, appointed 
June 24, 1997; 
named coadjutor 
bishop of Orlando, 
July 1, 2003 

• Father David Heffernan, 
ordained 1945, home par-
ish St. Therese of the Little 
Flower, Coral Gables
• Father Curtis Wash-
ington, native of Coconut 
Grove, ordained 1949, 
Society of the Divine Word
• Sulpician Father 
Raymond Brown, ordained 
1953, home parish St. Rose 
of Lima, Miami Shores

FIRST NATIVE 
VOCATIONS

PLEASE SEE REMEMBER, B3

• Bishop John G. Noonan, appointed June 
21, 2005, ordained Aug. 24, 2005
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tered our human history. God himself has 
walked with us through these five decades. 
The faithful pioneer priests, deacons, reli-
gious and laity, just as our Blessed Lady, 
Mary, have shown us Jesus. Their preach-

ing, teaching and ex-
ample of their lives have 
borne witness to Jesus 
as our Way, our Truth 
and our Life.

The church of Miami 
calls all of its sons and 

daughters to be grateful for their spiritual 
heritage and to enter their golden jubi-
lee year with renewed faith in Jesus and 
renewed gratitude for the salvation he 
brought to the world and to each of us.

The most blessed way we can give wit-
ness to our gratitude to God is to live in 
our church and our community as broth-
ers and sisters. The many challenges of 
this culturally diverse community invite 
each of us to work for unity which is a sign 

• Barry University, founded in 1940 as Barry College, the first Catho-
lic college for women in Florida, operated by the Dominican Sisters of 
Adrian, Mich.

• St. Thomas University, founded in 1961 as Biscayne College by 
Augustinian Friars who had been expelled from Santo Tomás de Vil-
lanueva University in Cuba. The name was changed to St. Thomas in 
1984. In 1988, St. Thomas became Florida’s only archdiocese-sponsored 
university.

• St. John Vianney College Seminary, opened 1959 as a high school semi-
nary, the first minor seminary in the southeastern United States; currently a 
college seminary serving dioceses in Florida, other U.S. states and the Carib-
bean.

• St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary, opened 1963 as the only major 
seminary south of Baltimore on the east coast; currently serves dioceses in 
North America, the Caribbean, South and Central America.

• Both seminaries are highly recognized for providing bilingual, multicul-
tural training to future priests since the early 1970s.

SEMINARIES

St. John Vianney College Seminary

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES

Barry University Chapel

REMEMBER: Be grateful for your spiritual heritage

INITIAL GROUPS OF MALE AND FEMALE RELIGIOUS
• Sisters of St. Joseph of St. 
Augustine, Florida’s oldest reli-
gious community, arrived from 
France 1866 (became diocesan 
1899)
• Sisters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary, arrived in Key 
West 1868
• Jesuits, New Orleans prov-
ince, staffed parishes in Key 
West and Miami since 1889
• Adrian Dominicans 
• Allegany Franciscans
• Carmelite Sisters of the Aged 
and Infirm
• Benedictine Sisters of Dioc-
esan Jurisdiction
• Cenacle Sisters

• Daughters of St. Paul
• Dominicans of St. Catherine 
de Ricci
• Irish Sisters of Mercy
• Oblate Sisters of Providence
• Poor Clare Nuns
• Religious of the Assumption
• Religious of the Apostolate 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
• Sisters of Bon Secours
• Sisters of Charity of St. 
Elizabeth
• Sisters, Servants of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary
• Sisters of St. Francis of Mary 
Immaculate
• Sisters of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth

• Sisters of Our Lady of Victory
• Sisters of St. Casmir
• Sisters of St. Joseph Benedict 
Cottolengo
• Sisters of St. Philip Neri
• School Sisters of Notre Dame
• Teresian Institute (secular 
institute)
• Augustinian Friars 
• Benedictine Fathers
• Christian Brothers
• Josephite Fathers 
• Little Brothers of the Good 
Shepherd
• Passionist Fathers
• Piarist Fathers 
• Marist Brothers
• Vincentian Fathers

FROM B2 of God’s presence and for which the Lord 
Jesus prayed so earnestly the night before 
he died.

OUR LADY OF THE 

ROSARY, PRAY FOR US. 
Pray for all of our priests, deacons and 

religious and for all of our faithful people. 
With your never-failing intercession we 
dedicate all of the events of this jubilee 

year to the greater honor and glory of your 
son, Jesus. 

We ask especially for an increase of vo-
cations to the priesthood and religious 
life. 

We beg God our Father, through your 
help, to make all of our Catholic homes 
like your home in Nazareth, a place where 
God is present and all family members 
seek after holiness of life by renewed acts 
of faith, hope and love for God and for one 
another. 

May all your sons and daughters truly 
bring the light of Christ to everyone they 
meet in order to build a world of justice 
and peace.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Archbishop John C. Favalora
Oct. 7, 2007

Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary

For timeline of 
archdiocese, 
please see 
Pages A4-A5.

St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary
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• Oct. 7, 1958 — Bishop Coleman 
F. Carroll, formerly auxiliary bish-
op of Pittsburgh, is installed as 
first bishop of Miami.

• March 20, 1959 — The diocesan 
newspaper, The Voice, publishes 
its first edition, including a page 
in Spanish which in 1982 grew to 
become a separate Spanish news-
paper, La Voz Católica. (The Voice 
merged with the Florida Catholic 
in November 1990).

• September 1959 — First minor seminary in south-
eastern United States, St. John Vianney College 
Seminary, is established in Miami.

• 1959-1963 — Tremendous program of expansion, 
due to influx of Cuban refugees as well as Catholics 
from the northern United States. The diocese bears the 
brunt of the Cuban exile exodus for a full year prior to 
receiving federal government assistance.

Diocese of Miami, 1958-1968

• Aug. 13, 1958 — 
Diocese of Miami is created, 
with 51 parishes, 65 diocesan 
priests, and 21 religious 
order clergy ministering 
to 185,000 Catholics in 16 
counties in southern Florida. 
Most of the rest of the state is 
covered by the original Diocese 
of St. Augustine.

• June 13, 1968 — Ecclesiastical Province of Miami is 
established: Diocese of Miami is elevated to the rank of 
archdiocese and two new Florida dioceses are created, 
Orlando and St. Petersburg; Florida now is divided into 
four Catholic dioceses including St. Augustine. Miami 
yields eight counties to the new dioceses.

• Oct. 7, 1968 — On its 10th anniversary, the Miami 
Archdiocese consists of 85 parishes and 10 missions 
in eight counties. A Catholic population of 400,000 
is served by 164 diocesan priests, 141 religious order 
clergy and about 900 women religious. The diocese’s 
Radio and TV Department is the first diocesan agency 
in the nation to inaugurate closed-circuit TV to schools 
and churches.

• Sept. 17, 1976 — Archbishop 
Edward A. McCarthy, a native of 
Cincinnati and founding bishop 
of Phoenix, arrives in Miami as 
coadjutor with right of succes-
sion to Archbishop Coleman 
Carroll.

• July 26, 1977 — Archbishop 
Carroll dies and Archbishop 
McCarthy succeeds.

• 1983 — On its 25th anniversary, which is celebrated 
Dec. 8 with a Mass at the Orange Bowl, the eight-coun-
ty archdiocese includes more than 896,000 Catholics, 
with 135 parishes and three missions, served by 312 
diocesan and 210 religious order priests; 643 women 
religious and 63 men religious; and 45 permanent 
deacons. In April, the archdiocesan staff moves into its 
new home at the Pastoral Center in Miami Shores.

• 1984 — The Kenedy Directory lists the Archdiocese 
of Miami as the second-fastest-growing see in the 
nation.

• July 17, 1984 — The Archdiocese of Miami is divided 
once more, yielding Palm Beach and Martin counties to 
the newly created Diocese of Palm Beach; and Glades, 
Hendry and Collier counties to the newly created Diocese 
of Venice. Now, the Archdiocese of Miami consists of 
three counties, Dade, Broward and Monroe, with more 
than 527,000 registered Catholics served by 100 parishes, 
two missions, 279 diocesan priests, 164 religious order 
priests, 445 women religious, 63 men religious and 55 
permanent deacons.

• 1985 — Archbishop 
McCarthy convokes the 
first-ever Archdiocesan 
Synod and the first 
synod in Florida in 28 
years. The synod’s goal 
is to renew the life of 
the church in south 
Florida and plan for 
the 21st century.

• Sept. 10-11, 1987 — Pope John Paul II visits 
Miami.

• Oct. 7, 1988 — On its 30th anniversary, the archdio-
cese numbers more than 596,000 registered Catholics 
in 105 parishes and three missions. They are served by 
177 diocesan priests, 146 religious order priests, 432 
women religious, 58 men religious and 72 permanent 
deacons.

• Dec. 4-9, 1991 — In preparation for the 500th 
anniversary of the arrival of Christianity in the New 
World, the archdiocese hosts a Festival of Faith at the 
Miami Beach Convention Center. The festival features 
information booths and exhibits by representatives of 
all the parishes, institutions and groups in the arch-
diocese, daily Masses and opportunity for prayer and 
confession.

• Aug. 24, 1992 — Hurricane Andrew, the first 
Category 5 storm to hit a highly populated urban 
area in the United States, strikes south Florida, wreak-
ing vast damage on the southernmost part of Dade 
County. The damage to Catholic facilities is estimated 
at $25 million.

• April 10, 1993 — At the Vatican-mandated age of 
75, Archbishop McCarthy submits his resignation to 
Pope John Paul II, but continues to run the archdiocese 
until the Holy See appoints a successor. The archdiocese 
now consists of 107 parishes and three missions in 
three counties, with a registered Catholic population 
of more than 681,000 served by 198 diocesan priests, 
127 religious order priests, 406 women religious and 
56 men religious, and 103 permanent deacons.

• Nov. 3, 1994 — Bishop John 
Clement Favalora, a native of New 
Orleans who has served as bishop 
of St. Petersburg since 1989, is 
appointed to succeed retired 
Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy 
as archbishop of Miami.

• Dec. 20, 1994 — Archbishop 
Favalora is installed as the third 
archbishop of Miami during a 
ceremony at St. Mary Cathedral. 
To accommodate the many peo-
ple who could not attend the cathedral ceremony, 
a public Mass of welcome for the new archbishop 
is offered at the Miami Beach Convention Center in 
January 1995.

Bishop Coleman 
F. Carroll

Bishop Carroll poses with Cuban immigrants.

Archbishop Edward 
A. McCarthy

Archbishop Edward McCarthy, right, with 
Pope John Paul II in the Popemobile.

Youths participate in the first-
ever Archdiocesan Synod.

St. John Vianney Minor Seminary, Miami

Archbishop John 
C. Favalora
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• May 27-28, 1995 — Cardinal Jaime Ortega of Havana, 
Cuba makes an official pastoral visit to south Florida, 
celebrating Mass at St. Mary Cathedral, vespers at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Charity on Biscayne Bay, and an 
outdoor Mass at St. Thomas University in Miami.

• May 1997 — Archbishop Favalora makes a pastoral 
visit to Haiti, accompanying members of the archdi-
ocesan lay missionary organization, Amor en Acción 
(Love in Action).

• November 1997 — Archbishop Favalora travels to 
Rome to take part in the Synod of Bishops for America. 
Upon his return, a project begins to take shape: En 
Comunión. Officially established in 2000 as a means 
of fostering communication and reconciliation among 
Cuban clergy and laity in the United States and on 
the island, En Comunión also promotes the delivery 
of humanitarian aid to Cuba and an outreach to help 
newly arrived Cubans feel welcome in south Florida 
parishes.

• Jan. 25, 1998 — Archbishop Favalora leads a group 
of about 180 pilgrims on a nine-hour visit to Havana, 
Cuba, to attend Pope John Paul II’s Mass in the civic 
plaza. 

• Oct. 7, 1998 — On the 40th anniversary of its es-
tablishment, the Archdiocese of Miami consists of 108 
parishes and three missions in three counties, with a 
registered Catholic population of more than 774,000 
served by 265 diocesan priests, 122 religious order 
priests, 345 women religious and 56 men religious and 
128 permanent deacons.

• September 1999 — Archbishop Favalora announces 
plans for Vision 2000, a campaign to generate a          
$75 million endowment that will enable the church in 
south Florida to continue its educational and charitable 
ministries into the 21st century. Vision 2000 ultimately 
raises $110 million in pledges.

• January 2000 — Archbishop Favalora issues his 
first pastoral letter, “The Great Jubilee Year 2000,” to 
mark the beginning of the second millennium of the 
Christian era. 

• January 2001 — A second pastoral letter, “The Star 
of Bethlehem,” issued to mark the end of the Jubilee 
Year, calls for the establishment of: an archdiocesan 
Missions Office to coordinate a “comprehensive pro-
gram of missionary presentations and appeals in every 
parish of the archdiocese”; a mission committee in 
every parish; and a chapter of the Holy Childhood 
Society in every Catholic elementary school and reli-
gious education program.

• July 2003 — In response to the sexual abuse crisis 
that enveloped the U.S. Catholic Church, and in keep-
ing with the U.S. bishops’ Charter for the Protection 
of Children, Archbishop Favalora creates the Safe 
Environment Office. Its role is threefold: to assist 
victims of past sexual abuse; to implement Virtus and 
Teaching Touching Safety programs that train archdi-
ocesan clergy, religious and laity, as well as children, 
to spot potential abusers and prevent abuse; and to 
conduct periodic background checks on all staff and 
volunteers who work with children.

•  June 7 ,  2005 — 
Archbishop Emeritus 
Edward A. McCarthy dies 
in his sleep at the age 
of 87. 

• On its 50th anniversary, the Archdiocese 
of Miami has 111 parishes, three mis-
sions and more than 820,000 registered 
Catholics in Miami-Dade, Broward and 
Monroe counties. The Catholic popula-
tion is served by 263 diocesan priests, 89 

religious order priests, 160 permanent deacons, 300 
women religious and 50 men religious.

Sources: Official Catholic Directory, 1959; “History of 
Catholicism in South Florida,” by Father Michael McNally; 

“Vision 2000: The Catholic Church in South Florida,” a series 
of parish bulletin reflections by Msgr. Noel Fogarty. 

Archishop Edward A. 
McCarthy with children 
of the archdiocese.

This is a 1960s file photo of Boystown in Miami.

Youths gather together to prepare 
for national Encuentro.

Filipino Catholics mark the annual 
feast of San Lorenzo Ruiz.

Cuban Catholics celebrate a feast of Our Lady 
of Charitiy with Bishop Agustín Román. 

Father Jesús Bohorquez, parochial vicar of St. 
Jerome Parish in Fort Lauderdale, at prayer.
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PARISHES                                               
ESTABLISHED BEFORE 1958

• St. Mary Star of the Sea, Key West, 1846
• Gesu, Miami, 1896
• St. Anthony, Fort Lauderdale, 1921
• Little Flower, Hollywood, 1924
• Little Flower, Coral Gables, 1925
• St. Patrick, Miami Beach, 1926
• Sts. Peter and Paul, Miami, 1938
• St. Philip, Opa Locka, 1953
• Sacred Heart, Homestead, 1929
• St. Francis Xavier, Overtown, 1927
• St. Mary (later cathedral), 1930
• Corpus Christi, Miami, 1941
• St. John the Apostle, Hialeah, 1945
• St. Michael the Archangel, Miami, 1947
• St. Joseph, Miami Beach, 1947
• St. Rose of Lima, Miami Shores, 1948
• Holy Family, North Miami, 1950
• Holy Redeemer, Liberty City, 1950
• Epiphany, South Miami, 1951
• St. James, North Miami, 1953
• Blessed Trinity, Miami Springs, 1953
• Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Fort Lauder-

dale, 1953
• Immaculate Conception, Hialeah, 1954
• Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Opa Locka, 

1954
• St. Agnes, Key Biscayne, 1954
• St. Clement, Fort Lauderdale, 1954
• St. Brendan, Westchester, 1954
• St. Mary Magdalen, Sunny Isles Beach, 

1955
• San Pablo, Marathon, 1956
• Visitation, North Miami, 1956
• St. Lawrence, North Miami Beach, 1956
• St. Stephen, Miramar, 1956
• Resurrection, Dania, 1958

PARISHES ESTABLISHED 
SINCE OCTOBER 1958

• Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Perrine, 
1959

• St. Coleman, Pompano Beach, 1959
• Annunciation, West Hollywood, 1959
• St. Matthew, Hallandale, 1959
• St. Pius X, Fort Lauderdale, 1959
• St. Sebastian, Fort Lauderdale, 1959
• St. Bernadette, Hollywood, 1959
• St. Monica, Miami Gardens, 1959
• Assumption, Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, 

1959
• St. Coleman, Pompano Beach, 1959
• St. Hugh, Coconut Grove, 1959
• St. Thomas the Apostle, Miami, 1959
• San Pedro, Tavernier, 1959
• St. Gregory, Plantation, 1959
• St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Pompano 

Beach, 1959

1960s
• Nativity, Hollywood, 1960
• St. Timothy, Miami, 1960
• St. Vincent, Margate, 1960
• St. Jerome, Fort Lauderdale, 1960
• St. Cecilia, Hialeah, 1961
• Christ the King, Perrine, 1961
• Blessed Sacrament, Fort Lauderdale, 

1961
• St. Ann Mission, Naranja, 1961
• St. Vincent de Paul, Miami, 1962
• St. Dominic, Miami, 1962
• St. Peter, Big Pine Key, 1962
• St. Ambrose, Deerfield Beach, 1962
• St. Bartholomew, Miramar, 1962
• St. John Bosco, Miami, 1962
• St. Kevin, Miami, 1963
• St. Louis, Pinecrest, 1963
• St. Francis de Sales, Miami Beach, 1964
• St. George, Fort Lauderdale, 1964

PARISHES IN THE ARCHDIOCESE

St. Mary Star of the Sea

Our Lady of Lourdes, Miami

Shrine of Our Lady of Charity, Miami

• Shrine of Our Lady of Charity, Miami, 
1967

• Our Lady of the Lakes, Miami Lakes, 
1967

• St. Gabriel, Pompano Beach, 1967
• St. Kieran, Miami, 1967
• St. Robert Bellarmine, Miami, 1968
• St. Paul the Apostle, Lighthouse Point, 

1968
• St. Charles Borromeo, Hallandale, 1968
• St. Catherine of Siena, Miami, 1968
• St. Helen, Fort Lauderdale, 1968
• St. Augustine, Coral Gables, 1969
• St. Henry, Pompano Beach, 1969
• St. Raymond, Miami, 1969
• St. Andrew, Coral Springs, 1969
• St. Richard, Miami, 1969

• St. John the Baptist, Fort Lauderdale, 
1969

1970s
• San Isidro, Pompano Beach, 1970
• St. Maurice, Dania Beach, 1970
• St. Justin Martyr, Key Largo, 1970
• St. Martha, Miami Shores, 1970
• St. Agatha, Miami, 1971
• St. Bernard, Sunrise, 1971
• St. Boniface, Pembroke Pines, 1971
• St. Malachy, Tamarac, 1971
• St. Joachim, Miami, 1972
• Our Lady of Divine Providence, Miami, 

1973
• St. Benedict, Hialeah, 1973
• St. David, Davie, 1974

• Our Lady of Mercy, Pompano Beach, 
1974

• Our Lady Queen of Heaven, North Lau-
derdale, 1974

• Good Shepherd, Miami, 1977

1980s
• St. John Neumann, Miami, 1980
• Notre Dame d’Haiti Mission, Miami, 

1981
• San Lazaro, Hialeah, 1982
• All Saints Church, Sunrise, 1982
• Divine Mercy Haitian Mission, Fort Lau-

derdale, 1983
• St. Joseph Haitian Mission, Pompano 

Beach, 1983
• Mother of Christ, Miami, 1983
• St. Maximilian Kolbe, Pembroke Pines, 

1983
• Our Lady of Lourdes, Miami, 1985
• St. Bonaventure, Davie, 1985
• St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Coral Springs, 

1985
• St. Luke, Coconut Creek, 1985
• St. Mark, Southwest Ranches, 1985
• Prince of Peace, Miami, 1987
• Santa Barbara, Hialeah, 1987
• Mother of Our Redeemer, Miami, 1988
• Mary Help of Christians, Parkland, 1989

1990s
• St. Martin de Porres, Leisure City, 1990
• St. Edward, Pembroke Pines, 1995
• Our Lady Aparecida Brazilian Mission, 

Hollywood, 1996
• Our Lady of Czestochowa Polish Mission, 

Pompano Beach, 1997

2000s
• St. Katharine Drexel, Weston, 2001
• Our Lady of Guadalupe, Doral, 2001
• Blessed John XXIII, Miramar, 2002
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
BEFORE 1959

1800s
• Mary Immaculate Elementary and High 

School, Key West, 1868 (high school 
closed, 1986)

• St. Francis Xavier, Key West, 1872 
(school for blacks, closed 1961)

• School for Cuban Girls, Key West, 1873-
1878

• St. Joseph, Key West, 1880 (school for 
white boys, closed 1961)

1900s
• Gesu, Miami, 1905 (initially called St. 

Catherine, closed 1984)
1920s
• St. Joseph, Coral Gables, 1925 (became 

St. Theresa, 1932)
• St. Patrick Elementary/High School, 

Miami Beach, 1926 (high school closed, 
1972)

1930s
• St. Anthony Elementary and High 

School, Fort Lauderdale, 1936 (high 
school renamed Central Catholic in 
1952, now St. Thomas Aquinas)

• St. Francis Xavier, Overtown, 1935
• St. Mary Cathedral, Miami, 1939
1940s
• Sts. Peter and Paul, Miami, 1941
• Corpus Christi, Miami, 1948
• Little Flower, Hollywood, 1949
• St. John the Apostle, Hialeah, 1949
1950s
• Holy Family, North Miami, 1951
• St. Michael the Archangel, Miami, 1951
• St. Rose of Lima, Miami Shores, 1951
• Notre Dame Academy for Girls, Miami, 

1953 (merged with Curley, 1980)
• Archbishop Curley High School for 

Boys, Miami, 1953
• Blessed Trinity, Miami Springs, 1953
• Epiphany, South Miami, 1953
• St. James, North Miami, 1953
• Holy Redeemer, Liberty City, 1954 

(closed 1990)
• Immaculate Conception, Hialeah, 

1954
• Sacred Heart, Homestead, 1954
• Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Opa Locka, 

1955 (closed 1994)
• St. Brendan elementary, Miami, 1955
• St. Augustine, Coconut Grove, 1956 

(merged with St. Hugh, 1961)
• St. Clement, Fort Lauderdale, 1956
• St. Lawrence, North Miami Beach, 

1956
• St. Stephen, Miramar, 1956
• Immaculata Academy for Girls, Miami, 

1958 (merged with La Salle High School 
for Boys, 1980)

• Visitation, North Miami, 1958 (closed 
1989)

• Christopher Columbus High School, 
Miami, 1958

• St. Coleman, Pompano, 1958
• St. Joseph, Miami Beach, 1958
• St. Matthew, Hallandale, 1959 (closed 

1984)
• Our Lady of the Holy Rosary School, Mi-

ami, 1959

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
SINCE OCTOBER 1960

• Madonna Academy for Girls, Holly-
wood, 1960 (merged with Chaminade, 
1988)

• Chaminade High School for Boys, Hol-
lywood, 1960 

• St. Gregory, Plantation, 1960

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE

Students of Corpus Christi School in Miami, which was established in 1948.

The first graduating class of Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy High School, Southwest 
Ranches, which was established in 1998.

• Assumption Academy, Miami, 1961 
(closed 1977)

• Annunciation, West Hollywood, 1961 
• Belen Jesu it Prepa rator y, Mia m i, 

1961
• Cardinal Gibbons High School, Fort Lau-

derdale, 1961
• Msgr. Edward Pace High School, Miami, 

1961
• La Salle High School, Miami, 1961 (re-

named Immaculata-La Salle, 2006)
• Nativity, Hollywood, 1961
• St. Bernadette, Hollywood, 1961

• St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Pompano 
Beach, 1961

• St. Hugh, Coconut Grove, 1961
• St. Jerome, Fort Lauderdale, 1961
• St. Timothy, Miami, 1961
• Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart, 

Miami, 1962
• St. Monica, Miami Gardens, 1962
• Marian Center, Miami Gardens, 1963
• Our Lady of Lourdes Academy, 1963
• St. Ambrose, Fort Lauderdale, 1964
• St. Thomas the Apostle, Miami, 1964
• St. Bartholomew, Miramar, 1965

1970s
• St. Agnes Academy, Key Biscayne, 1973
• St. Helen, Fort Lauderdale, 1973
• St. Brendan High School, Miami, 1975
• St. Andrew, Coral Springs, 1976

1980s
• St. Kevin, Miami, 1980
• St. John Neumann, Miami, 1981
• Our Lady of Divine Providence, Sweet-

water, 1982
• Christ the King, Perrine, 1983 (closed 

1985)
• St. Agatha, Miami, 1983
• St. David, Davie, 1984
• St. Malachy, Tamarac, 1984
• Our Lady of the Lakes, Miami Lakes, 

1986

1990s
• St. Mark, Southwest Ranches, 1994
• Good Shepherd, Miami, 1996
• St. Bonaventure, Davie, 1996
• Our Lady of Lourdes, Miami, 1997
• St. Louis Covenant, Pinecrest, 1997
• Archbishop Coleman Carroll High 

School, Miami, 1998
• Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy High 

School, Southwest Ranches, 1998
• All Saints School, Sunrise, 1999

2000s
• Mother of Christ, Miami, 2000
• St. Justin Marine Academy, Key Largo, 
2000 (closed 2006)
• Mary Help of Christians, Parkland, 
2001
• Mother of Our Redeemer, Miami, 2003
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• Agrupación Católica Universitaria 
(graduates of Jesuit schools)
• Amor en el Principio
• Apostolado de la Divina Misericor-
dia
• Apostolic Movement of Schoenstatt
• Archicofradía de Nuestra Señora de 
la Caridad del Cobre (Cuba)
• Ascending Life
• Caballeros Católicos
• Caballeros de Colón
• Camino del Matrimonio
• Castos por Amor (for youth and 
young adults)
• Catholic Lawyers Guild
• Catholic Doctors Guild
• Charismatic Renewal (English, 
Spanish, Creole)
• Christian Family Movement/Mov-
imiento Familiar Cristiano
• Christian Life Movement/Mov-
imiento Vida Cristiana 
• Cofradía de Nuestra Señora de Chi-
quinquirá (Colombia)
• Comunidad de Vida Cristiana 
— Regina Mundi
• Comunidad La Nueva Jerusalén
• Communion and Liberation
• Couples for Christ
• Courage (ministry to persons in-
clined to same-sex attraction)
• Covenant Experience
• Cursillo (English, Spanish)
• Emmaus (parish retreats for men 
and women)
• Encuentros Familiares
• Encuentros Juveniles
• Florida Center for Peace
• Focolare Movement
• Heraldos del Evangelio
• Hermandad del Señor de los Mila-
gros (Peru)
• Holy Childhood Association
• Impactos
• Knights of Columbus
• Knights of Peter Claver (black Cath-
olics)
• Legion of Mary
• Matrimonios en Victoria/Marriages 
in Victory
• Miami Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women
• Movimiento Juan XXIII
• Neocatechumenal Way
• Nueva Vida (addiction recovery)
• Opus Caritatis
• Padres y Madres Orantes (Mother of 

SPIRITUAL MOVEMENTS CURRENTLY ACTIVE IN ARCHDIOCESE

Charismatic Renewal

Christian Family Movement/Movimiento Familiar Cristiano

RCIA

Impactos

Christ Parish)
• St. Martin de Porres Association 
(black Catholics)
• St. Vincent de Paul Society
• Serra Club (to support vocations)
• Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith
• Talleres de Oración y Vida/ Prayer 
and Life Workshops
• Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Representatives 
of archdiocesan 
apostolic 
movements 
pose with 
retired Miami 
Auxiliary 
Bishop Gilberto 
Fernandez in 
this 2003 photo.


