METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL

ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

OFFICE OF THE TRIBUNAL--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
        PROTOCOL NO. FI/     /     
DEPOSITION OF PETITIONER:

MUST PRINT IN YELLOW
INSTRUCTIONS
Please write clearly and legibly.  Use ink or type.  Give as much detail as possible ---AVOID---Yes/No answers. Use separate sheets of paper if any answer will not fit the space provided.

Name of Petitioner:     
Name of Respondent:      
Date of Marriage:      
PART 1.  GENERAL

Your Name:      
Religion:      
Your Address:      
Your City:         State:         Zip:      
Your Phone Number:      
Your Date of Birth:      
PART II.  BACKGROUND OF THE PETITIONER

1. How many brothers do you have?        Sisters:      
2. What is your place in order of birth among them?      
3. Besides yours, are there any other divorces in your family?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, state who else:

     
4. Describe the character of each of your parents.

Father:      
Mother:      
5. Who do you feel was the dominant person in your childhood home?      
6. What is your family ethnic background, were you raised in an urban, suburban or rural environment and in what country were you raised?      
7. Describe the religious practice of your family during your childhood and teenage years, as well as your own in particular, both then and during your adult life until now.      
8. Do you feel that your parents gave you a strict or a lax upbringing in terms of being responsible and accountable for your actions?      
9. When you were growing up did you and your family has an adequate amount of food, clothing and shelter?      
10. Where there any problems or difficulties in your home when you were a child?  If yes, please explain:      
11. Did you have a good relationship with your parents, brothers and sisters while you were growing up?      
12. Is there any history of mental or emotional illness in you or your family?  If so, describe condition and treatment:      
13. Any history of alcoholism, drug addiction, or sexual abnormality in yourself or your family?  If yes, describe the condition:      
14. How did you do in school both academically and socially:      
15. Are you at ease at making and keeping friends?      
16. Before you met the Respondent, what was your record at dating experience?  Had you ever been married before the Respondent and you were married?      
17. Did you have any problems in meeting and dating members of the opposite sex?      
18. How did you get along with your former in-laws?      
PART III.  BACKGROUND OF THE RESPONDENT
19. What is the name of your former spouse both maiden and present?      
What is his/her present address?  City:     
State:           Zip:           Country:      
20. At the present time, is your relationship with your former spouse on good terms?  Please explain.      
21. What is his/her present religion?      
22. Has there been a change in his/her religious practices since you met him/her?      
23. Was he/she ever baptized in a Christian denomination?  If yes, which one?      
24. Describe the character of his/her parents.

Father:      
Mother:      
25. What is your former spouse’s ethnic background, in what country and was he/she raised, in urban, suburban or rural environment?      
26. Estimate who was the dominant one in his/her childhood home?      
27. How many brothers does he/she have?      
28. How many sisters does he/she have?      
29. What is his/her place in order of birth?      
30. What religion did his/her family practice and did they attend Church on a regular basis?      
31. Do you feel that his/her parents gave him/her a strict or lax upbringing in terms of being responsible and accountable for his/her actions?      
32. Did his/her family have an adequate supply of food, clothing and shelter while he/she was growing up?      
33. While growing up did he/she have a good relationship with his/her parents, brothers and sisters?      
If not, please explain what the problems were:     
34. Were there any problems or difficulties in his/her home when he/she was a child?  If yes, please explain.      
35. Was there any history of mental or emotional illness in his/her family?  If yes, describe.      
36. Any history of alcoholism, drug addiction, or sexual abnormality in his/her family or him/her?  If yes, describe the condition.      
37. Was he/she ever treated for mental or emotional illness?  If yes, please explain:      
38. Detail his/her school life both academically and socially:      
39. Does he/she feel at ease in making and keeping friends?      
40. What do you know of his/her dating experience before meeting you?      
41. Did he/she have any problems in meeting and dating members of the opposite sex?      
42. How did he/she get along with your family?      
PART IV.  COURTSHIP
43. When, where and how did you and your former spouse meet?      
44. How old were you at this time?      

Him/her?      
45. What attracted you to your former spouse?      
46. Any features about him/her that you did not like?      
47. What was the total length of time that you knew each other before you married?      
48. Were the usual signs of affection exchanged during this courtship?      
49. How would you describe his/her attention and marks of affection towards you during the courtship?      
50. What was the overall character of our courtship.  Detail frequency of dates, their type, any arguments, breakups, reason for getting back together, and other special features.      
51. Was there any pre-marital sex and what was the attitude of each of you toward engaging in pre-marital sex?      
52. Were any precautions taken to prevent conception if you engaged in pre-marital sex?      
53. During the courtship were you and your former spouse living at the family home, on your own, or other situation?  (describe)

Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
54. How do you rate yours and your former spouse’s maturity at the time of the courtship?

Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
55. Did you and your former spouse have any goals in life at this time?  If yes, describe.  If no, why?

Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
56. At the time of the courtship were you and your former spouse satisfied with your life as it was going at the time?  Explain.

Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
57. When was the decision made to get married?      
58. How long had you been going together?      
59. Was one of you more enthused about getting married?      
60. Were there any special circumstances affecting the decision to marry?  (example: surprise pregnancy, going off to war, etc.)      
61. Had either of you been engaged to marry before to someone else or had a serious relationship previously?  If yes, please explain.      
62. At this time do you feel that you communicated well together?      
63. Did you discuss together your future married life?      
64. Were there any significant differences in outlook toward marriage from a religious point of view?      
65. Describe yours and your former spouse’s attitude toward the following aspects of marriage at the time of the courtship.

Permanency of Marriage
Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
Fidelity in Marriage
Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
Procreation of Children
Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
Divorce, if the Marriage Proved Unhappy
Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
66. Do you feel that at the time, you and your former spouse had a basic understanding of what marriage responsibilities entailed?

Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
67. At the time, why did you believe your marriage would be happy?      
68. Did anyone exert undue persuasion or pressure on you  or your former spouse to get married?  If yes, please explain.      
69. Did anyone try to talk either of you out of getting married?  If so, what were their reasons?      
70. Did you both take an active interest in the preparations for the marriage?  If one did not, explain the lack of interest.      
71. Were there any disagreements over the wedding preparations?  If yes, please explain.      
72. Did both of you meet with a priest/minister prior to the marriage to discuss the nature of marriage and its duties and responsibilities?  And was there any attendance at pre-marriage instructions?      
73. At the time of the wedding how old were you?      
He/she?      
74. How did the wedding ceremony and reception go?  Was it a happy occasion for the two of you?      
75. Did you have a honeymoon?       How long?      
76. Was the honeymoon a happy occasion for the two of you?  Were there any problems or unusual circumstances surrounding it?      
77. Was the marriage sexually consummated the first night?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 
.  If not, please explain why?      
78. During the honeymoon and shortly afterwards, would you say that his/her requests for and fulfillment of sexual relationship were normal?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

   No FORMCHECKBOX 
.  If not, please explain why.      
PART V.  THE PERSONALITY OF EACH PARTY
79. Please evaluate yourself before and during the marriage under the following headings.  (Especially indicate if there were any significant changes before and/or during the marriage).

Ability to get along with others:      
Outlook on life (optimistic/pessimistic):      
Quality of judgments:      
Impulsiveness:      
Planning for the future:      
Truthfulness:      
Handling of responsibilities:      
Sensitivity to needs of others:      
Selfishness:      
Jealousy/possessiveness:      
Self respect/self-esteem::      
Ability to deal realistically with problems and determine possible solutions:      
Keeping composed in trying situations:      
80. Evaluate your former spouse under the same in question #79
Ability to get along with others:      
Outlook on life (optimistic/pessimistic):      
Quality of judgments:      
Impulsiveness:      
Planning for the future:      
Truthfulness:      
Handling of responsibilities:      
Sensitivity to needs of others:      
Selfishness:      
Jealousy/possessiveness:      
Self respect/self-esteem::      
Ability to deal realistically with problems and determine possible solutions:      
Keeping composed in trying situations:      
81. Did either of you ever have a bad temper?  Were you able to control it?  Was there any physical violence?
Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
82. Do you manage to get along with others?      
Did your former spouse?      
83. Was either of you ever in trouble with the law?  If yes, please explain:

Yourself:      
Your former spouse:      
84. Did you notice any bizarre behavior or odd behavior not mentioned above on the part of your former spouse?  If yes, please explain:      
85. Do you or your former spouse have or did have any unusual physical problems or handicaps?  If yes, please explain:      
PART VI.  THE COMMON LIFE
86. Do you feel that the marriage was happy at first or were there difficulties from the very beginning of the marriage or in retrospect could you see the beginning of difficulties early in the marriage?      
87. Describe the difficulties that did arise, the solutions tried, or lack of solutions.  (Try to give chronological order of events):      
88. Were there any children born from this union?  If yes, please give the names and dates of birth:      
89. What was your attitude toward the children?      
Your former spouse’s:      
90. What was your attitude toward money in the marriage?      
Your former spouse’s:      
91. Describe the involvement of in-laws in the marriage:  Your family;      
Former spouse’s:      
92. Describe work record and responsibility toward work:

Yourself:      
Former spouse:      
93. Detail any problems with alcohol, drugs, gambling in the marriage:

Yourself:      
Former spouse:      
94. Were there any temporary separations?  If yes, give number, details, reason you got back together:      
95. Did either of you seek professional help either singly or together during this marriage?  If yes, give name of each professional, type (counselor, priest/minister, psychiatrist, etc.) number of meetings and what you learned.      
96. Are records available from these professionals?  Give name, address of each professional consulted.  (Are Release-From-Secrecy Forms signed?)      
97. Was either of you unfaithful during the marriage?  If yes, which one and when did this occur or when did you find out about it?      
98. Did either of you spend a lot of time away during the marriage?  If yes, please explain.      
PART VII.  SEPARATION
99. When did you cease living together?      
100. What was the cause of the final separation?      
101. What attempts were made to reconcile?      
102. How many years did you actually live together?      
103. When did the divorce take place and who initiated it?      
104. If you initiated it, why did you?  If you did not, did you oppose it?  Explain your answer.      
105. What did you feel is the basic reason your marriage failed?      
106. Briefly describe what has happened in each of your lives since the divorce.

Yourself:      
Former spouse:      
107. Do you hope to marry again in the Catholic Church?  If yes, why do you feel your marriage will be successful?      
108. Give your assessment of your former spouse’s ability to marry again successfully.      
109. Do you have anything else to add or change in your testimony?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 
  If yes, please indicate as follows:      
110. Do you swear to the truth of all your answers?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 

INSTRUCTIONS:  This testimony should be signed in the presence of a Catholic Priest, Parish Minister/Advocate, or a Notary Public.

Signature:  






SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me,

this 
 day of 


, year 











SEAL

Signature: 







(Priest, Parish Minister. Advocate or Notary Public)

N.B.
Catholic Priest, Parish Minister/Advocate or Notary Public will kindly state if the witness is known personally by him/her.  If not, please indicate the means by which the signer identified himself/herself.
     
ATTESTATION OF PRIEST OR PARISH MINISTER/ADVOCATE

If this questionnaire was filled out with the assistance of a Priest or Parish Minister/Advocate, the following should be completed by the Priest or Parish Minister/Advocate.

Please indicate in a few lines your impression of the truthfulness and reliability of the witness.

     
COMMENTS:      

Signature: 


______

Date: 




