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PREFACE


The annulment process is to many petitioners, Catholic and non-Catholic alike a mysterious and confusing affair. Your advocate is there to assist you in navigating these foreign waters. Below you will find a list of points that we find are often not completely understood. We feel that it is important that you understand these items so that there will no surprises or misunderstandings about the process.

Instruction: 
Please read each of the below points and then put your initials after each one. Then at the end sign your name in the presence of your advocate. Be sure to make a copy for your records.
1. I understand that the application for an annulment is no guarantee of a favorable decision. Every case runs separately due to its own circumstances hence no date can be given as to when a decision will be rendered.  Therefore no dates for future weddings can be set until the decree of liberty to enter a new marriage has been issued. ____________

2. I understand that the Church's position is that a marriage legitimately celebrated enjoys the presumption of validity and that the burden of proof otherwise is the responsibility of the petitioner. _______________

3. I understand that the fee requested is to cover the costs of the Tribunal and that no refund is given for a negative decision, failure to pursue the case or renunciation of the case.


______________

4. I understand that the Tribunal has a duty to contact the respondent and, even though after your own investigation you have not been able to determine an address, the Tribunal will conduct its own investigation and act on any information that it may have independently obtained. _____________

5. I understand that when my ex-spouse is contacted in the introduction of this case, he/she will be given a copy of the libellus I signed requesting that the trial of annulment be conducted. I further understand that my ex-spouse has rights within these proceedings including the right to inspect all testimony collected: my marital history, my testimony, and the testimony of my witnesses. I further understand that my ex-spouse has the right to inspect the decision and has the right to appeal the decision and that the appeal will be handled by either the Tribunal of the Diocese of Pittsburgh or the Tribunal of the Roman Rota and that an appeal may be a lengthy process without prospect of a prompt decision.__________

6. I understand that if I have concerns about any part of my testimony or that of my witnesses being read by my ex-spouse it is my duty to alert the Tribunal with a description of the points of testimony and that the tribunal may rule either way about what may be excluded or not be excluded. ___________

7. I understand that my ex-spouse will have access also to the names and address of myself and my witnesses unless specifically requested to sequester addresses but not the names of witnesses. ____________

8. I understand that there are deadlines to be observed in the processing of a case and that if I am unable to meet them I need to request an extension with the reason and that failure to meet deadlines without so making a request for an extension may mean the case will be declared abated.  ___________

9. I understand that in addition to the questionnaires which I and my witnesses have completed it may be necessary to orally interview myself and my witnesses.  I further understand that it may be necessary for me to bring forward the names of additional witnesses. ____________

10. I understand that I am not to call the Tribunal about my case and that all concerns be directed to my advocate.  If I have a problem with my advocate then I am to direct a letter to the Rev. Monsignor, Judicial Vicar, Tribunal Office, Archdiocese of Miami, 9401 Biscayne Blvd., Miami Shores, FL 33138, with my concern about my advocate. ____________

DATE: _________________________
____________________________________


Signature of the Petitioner   


____________________________________


Signature of Advocate      
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